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Tuisidy. 18th October, 1898.

Petitions (Kalgoorlie): Goldfields Act Amend-
ment Bill-Papers, priesented-Joint Corn-
mittee: Refusal to Answer Question
Mir. Wainscot at the flax--Question: Es-
perance, Garden Sections-Question: Cool-
gardie Goldffields Water Scheme, Survey-
Motion: Standing Orders Suspension, to
expedite Bills-Motions (2): Leave of Ab-
sence-Coolgardie Goldfields Water Supply
Construction Bill, third reading-Gold-
fields Act Amendment Bill, in Committee,
clause 7 to end, reported-Zoological
Gardens Bill, first -reading-Coolgardie
Mining Exhibition Bill, first reading-Bills
Of Sle Bill, first reading-Marriage Act
Amendment Bill, first reading-Joint Corn-
mittee's Report on Bankruptcy Administra-
tion: Consideration in Committee; Report
adopted - Bankruiptcy Act Amendment
Bill: Legislative Assembly's Amendments,
considered - Municipal Institutions Act
Amendment Bill, in Committee, progress
reported on new clause-Lanad Bill, in
Committee, clauses 1 ~o161; progress re-
ported-Roads and Strets Closure Bill,
No. 2 (flardoc, fleverley, etc.), first reading
-Adjournment.

THEr PRESIDENT took the chair at
1.30 O'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PETITIONS (KALGjOORJLE4: GOLD-
FIELD)S ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Hon. H. G. PARSONS presented three
p~etitions signed by residents at Kalgoorlie
and Boulder, praying for rejection df the
Bill.

Petitions received and read.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SECRETrARY: Land

alienated in the divisions of the colony,
lIeturn as Ordered. Loan Estimates for
the year. Gold Return as ordered, showv-
inv amouint and value of gold raised in
and exported from the colony.

Ordered to lie on the table.

JOINT COMMtITTEE: REFUSAL TO
ANSWER QUESTION.

MR. WAINSCOT7 AT THE BAR.

THE PRFaSIDENT: Black Rod will re-
quest the presence, of Mr. Wainscot at
the bar of this House.

Black Rod retired and conducted Mr.
Wainscot to the bar.

MBE PRESIDENT said: Mr. Wainscot,
it has been reported to this hoonourable
House, by the chairman of the Joint
Select Cominittee appointed to report
upon the bankruptcy administration, that
on the 8th day of October he asked you
the following question: 'Would you tell
the Committee what sums, you have re-
ceived up to the, present time as official
liquidator of that (Courier) Company,"
and you refused to answer that question.
I now, as President of this Council, ask
you the smine question. Will you tell
this House what sums you have received
up to the present time ats official liquids,-
tor of the Courfier Company.

Ws. WAINSCOT: My reply, Mr.
President and gentlemen, is that owing
to change of circumistancies since that oc-
curred, I ant quite willing to give the
Select Committee every possible informa-
tion within my power, as I have always
been ready and willing to give that in-
formation to the parties wvhom I consi-
der entitled to receive it.

Tnm PRESIDENT: Then will you give
that information now?

MB. WAINSCOT: The total deposits
in the bank, X5,059 4s. ld.; the total
cheques. drawn-this is an account up to
last Thursday-5,O95 14s. Since then
there have been moneys paid into the
bank, of which I have not the particulars
here, but I can give the House the full
report and full particulars which I gave to
the meeting of creditors which I convened
at Coolgardie on Friday last. If the
House would like me to read my report,
I should be very glad to do so. The re-
port is very full, and contains every par-
ticular and information concerning my ad-
ministration of that estate; and a vote
of thank& was accorded to me by the
creditors, who were hostile to me, ait the
end of that proceeding.

THE PRESIDENT: The Colonial Secre-
tary does not think it necessary for you to
read thereport, if you will hand it in.

Ain. WAINSCOT : With pleasure.
[Report in newspaper print handed in.]

Hox. R. T. CROWDER: Might I ask
if he bands that statement in signed by
himself?
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THE PRESIDENT : You cannot ask
that. (To Mr. Wainscot): I assume you
aidmit this is a correct statement.

11R WAINSCOT: Absolutely.
TF~ PRESIDENT: You may withdraw.
[Mr, Wainscot withdrew.]

QUESTION:- ESPERANCE GARDEN
SECTIONS.

Has. C- I, DEMPSTER asked the Colo-
nial Secretary-i, If title deeds have, been
issuied for garden sections at Esperance
on Demnpster Head. 2, Have inquiries
been made as to whether the required inm-
provements have been made to entitle the
holders of those garden leases to their
title 5?

Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hlon.
G. Bandell) replied: -1, Yes; two
garden areas have been granted in the
vicinity of Dempster Head. 2, Yes ; the
improvements were reported on by the
resident magistrate at Esperance.

QUESTION: COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS
WATER SCHEME, SURVEY.

HfoN. C. E. DEMPSTER asked the
Colonial Secretary, if the pipe line for
the Coolgrardie, goldields water schente is
being surveyed by contract or arrangement
with emiployees; and what ill be the esti-
mated cost Per mile under the present
arrangement and staffI

Thu CJOLONIA~L SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) replied : -The survey of the
pipe line is being carried out department-
ally, and no contract or arrangement with
employees has been entered into. it is
estimated that the cost of the survey re-
maining to be done, namely, from Northam
to Coolgardie, will be about £4 per mile.

MOTION:z STANDING ORD)ERS SUSPEN-
SION.

TO EXPEDITE BILLS.
Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

G. Randell) moved "That, in order to ex-
pedite business, the Standing Orders re-
lating to, the passing of public Bills, and
the consideration of Messages from the
Legislative Assembly, be suspended dur-
ing the remainder of the session."

Question put and passed.

MOTIONS (2): LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY, without

notice and by leave, moved that leave of
absence for the remainder of the session

be granted to the, Hon. J1. H. Taylor. The
reasons which Air. Taylor had given why
leniency should be extended to him were
reasonable, and he hoped hon. members

I would cheerfully accede to Mr. Taylor's
request.

Question piut and passed.
On motion, without notice and by leave,

by HfoN,. R. S. flAm~s, leave of absence
for the remainder of the session was gra nt-

Ied to the Hon. F. Whiteonibe.

COOLOARDIE OLDFIELDS WATUER
SUPPLY CONSTRUCTION BILL.

Read a third time, on the motion of the
COLONIAL SECRETARY, and returned to the
Legislative Assemrbly with amendments.

GOLDFIELDS ACT AM2ENDMENT BILL.
IN OOMMITTSE.

Clauses 1 to 9, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 10-Repeal of section 36:
Hox. IL G. PARSONS moved, as an

amenfdment, shattheclausebe struck out,
a-nd the following inserted in lieu there-
off: -

In case any ground, the subject of an ap-
plication for & lease shall, in the discretion
of the warden, be found to contain a deep lead
oLr alluvial forma~tion at a depth of over 1501t.,
and in wet ground of such a character that a
plant of steam machinery shall be necessary to
the profitable working thereof, the provisionm of
clause 9 (warden -ma~y obtain report on applica-
tion for lease) shall not apply to such ground.
Although a, <great deal had been said with-
in his constituency against this amendin 6
Bill as it stood, he did not intend to op-
pose it, or to hamper its passage, although
a large section of his constituents were
decidedly opposed to the measure. His
(Mr. Parsons.) Opinion was that the Bill
was a workable compromise, and the best
compromise that could bi effected in the
interest of the colony and the gold-mining
industry as a -whole. At the same time,
after the petition which had just been read,
and which was couched in reasonable lan-
guage, the Government ought to see that
somae consideration should be gi 'ven to the
alluvial industry. The surface rights of
the alluvial man were sufficiently guarded
under die Mining Bill, but a rock could
be seen ahead on which both the alluvial
men and the reefers would find themselves
in danger of shipwreck. There was a
strong probability of very rich round be-
ing found at a depth-to mention one
place alone, between the Boulder and the

2438 Leave of Absence. [COUNCIL.]
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Lake, where the ground was of such a
nature that water would be found in the
shafts at 25 or 3Oft. This meant that if
a deep lead were found at 130ft., a heavy
pumping plant would have to be kept, and
such plant could not be laid down at less
than £7,000. If such a plant had to be
provided, the land could not be called one-
man's round ; and, in the interests of
alluvial mining of the future, he would
like to see some provision such as he had
suggested introduced into the Bill. It
was true there was power under the Act
to do something of the kind he had su--
gested ; but, as we had been working for
years under the Act, the provisions could
not be explicit enough to make the warden
exercise the extraordinary powers in the
interest of those persons who had been
venturesome enough to work ground of the
kind. It was wvell known that when mat-
ters had reached a certain stage, as in
Victoria, extraordinary powers were exer-
cised by the Minister and wardens. For
the last two years in Victoria the Minister
had granted monopolies which would not
be dreamed of in this colony. At the
same time, in the interests of the alluvial
mining, the produce of which was spent
in the colony, every Consideration should
be shown to this branch of the industry.

Tim CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
bad better introduce his amendment as a
new clause at the end of the Bill.

Ti COLONIAL. SECRETARY ex-
pressed the hope that hon. members would
not agree to the amendment. Clause 10
bad received great consideration, and it
altered the law to some extent, inasmuch
a6 it gave security of tenure to the lease-
holder. It was a provision which had
been asked for for years, and in the best
interests of gold-mini ng it was to be hoped
the clause would be kept in the Bill.
He proposed to make one or two altera-
tions in the clause. This question had
been fully discussed, and it w'as realised,
as an absolute necessity, that there should
be some provision in the direction he had
indicated.

HON. A. (4. JENKINS: Clause 10
ought to be struck out of the Bill. The
only result of the clause would be to throw
out of work thousands of men who were
at present earning a living by digging for
alluvial gold on the fields. These men
would be throwvn into the labour market,

in which they would cause a glut, and
bring about a reduction of wages. It was
necessary, in consequence of the high cost
of living on the fields, that wages should
remain as at present, because the higher
the wages were the more money there was
circulating, and the more prosperous the
colony became. No representative of the
goldfields dare proclaim himself in favour
of repealing section 86, the unanimous
feeling amongst alluvial men being that
they should not be debarred from going
on leases subject to the restrictions of the
Act as at present drawn. He himself had
been deluged with letters from various
organisations throughout the fields in
support of the stand he was now
taking, whereas the petitions received in
favour of the proposal of the Colonial Sec-
retary were from one hundred gold-mining
companies, of which three-fourths were
of no status at all. With the exception
of the trouble on the Ivanhoe Venture
lease, there had not been the slightest
friction between the alluvial miner and
the leaseholder, and the, main argument
for the repeal of section 36 was that
it prevented British capital coming into
the colony. But the fact that alluvial
men were on leases did not prevent capi-
tall coming here. The main thing that
had prevented capital coming into this
colony was the flotation of rotten com-
panies by rascally promoters on the Bri-
tish market. If the company promoter
and the expert had been more careful in
their reports there would have been more
British capital in the colony than at pre-
sent. The iposition taken up by the allu-
vial men did not prevent the influx of
capital to the extent alleged. We all
paid great regard to the British capitalist,
but it was possible to pay too, much for
British capital. The British capitalist
did not invest his money without a pros-
pect of return from the genuine mines of
the colony, and for the last year there
had been a very fair return already.
Every decent mine was owned by the
British Capitalists, and every dividend
went away to pay the interest ; and if
we were not careful to protect our in-
dustry, we would find that, as in the
Transvaal, we would become insolvent
by the drain of money from the country.
It was no good hiding from ourselves that
all our [nines were not Lake Views or
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Great Boulders, and that, writh the excep-
tion of a few properties, very few mines
were dividend-paying, and if alluvial men
were to be driven off aL leasehold, as pro-
posed-

TER Oowna SnEnREART: No, no.
HON. A- G. JEN-ENS: That was the

proposal.
Roy. F. T. CROWDER: No.
HON. A-.G. JENKJINS: That was his

opinion, and be believed the opinion to be
correct. If the proposed amendment had
been in force, the gold at Kanowna, would
have been locked up except to the lease-
holder, who would perhaps have employed
only the statutory number of men. If that
bad been the case, instead of a prosper-
ous town and millions of tons of ore
ready to be treated, there would have
been a small community living on one
another.

BON. F. T. CROWDER: There were no
reef s at Xanowna

HON. A. G. JENKINS: On thems lease-
holds there were reefs, and this alluvial
had been found in conjunction with reefs;
and if this amendment had been in
force, the alluvial men could not have
worked on the leases and got gold. It
would not pay a company, in lots of cases,
to work alluvial; and there ought. not to
lie taken away from the alluvial nmn What
he considered to be his right by Act of
Parliament. The alluvial miners were
entitled to consideration just as much a
the leaseholders ;.ad some thousands of
men would suffer a griev ous wrong- if
clause 10 were allowed to stand, and sec-
tion 36 of the Act of 1895 were repealed.
This was not the time to repeal section
36, and it would bie better to postpone
the consideration of the clause until the
z1oldfields had a batter representation in
this House; in-other words, until there
was a redistribution of seats. The comi-
mnunities on the goldfields had almost
unanimously declared against this clause
10.

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,
an an amendment, that in, line 7, after
the word "Parliament," the words "any
portion of" be struck out.

Put and passed.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,

as a further amendment, that the first

iproviso bie struck out, and the following in-
serted in lieu thereof: -

provided that the applicant may mark off
any portion, not exceeding one-third of the
area of the land applied for, and shall have
the exclusive use of such portion for his build-
ings, shafts, and workings, until the lease is
granted or refused.
The object was to secure one-third of the
area for the leaseholder, and the amend-
ment was necessary in order to make the
clause quite clear. Hon. members would
see that the alluvial miner was amply pro-
tected by the clause, as a whole, and
especially by the proviso.

Amendment put and passed.
Hox. A. P. MATHESON: Air. Jenkins

had fairly set before the Committee the
general view held by the alluvial men on
the fields in regard to this clause. He
(Mr. Matheson) had been inundated with
correspondence on the subject. Objec-
tion to the provision really arose from
a mistaken reading of clause 10, in con-
junction with clause 9. Clause 9 en-
tirely depended on the action of the war-
den; and if this clause were properly
and effectively put into operation, no
alluvial miner would have anything to
complain of in regard to the operation of
clause 10. If the warden, as frequently
in the past, declined to exercise the powers
given by the Act, a very great injustice
would be done to the alluvial miner; but
the Government ought to instruct wardens
that they were to give every latitude in
the construction of clause 9. If this
were done, no possible harmn could accrue
to the alluvial miner. Practically, wvhat
would happen would be that, after peg-
ging, no person who had pegged a lease
would be able to get that lease during six
months ; and the alluvia] miner Would be
able to do just as he liked with a lease.
or rather with two-thirds of the area
applied for as a lease. The re-
nmaining one-third was set apart for
the benefit of the applicant, at the
suggestion of the member for North-East
Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper), in another place ;
and presumably that hon. member under-
stood the effect on both the alluvial miner
and the applicant for the lease At any
rate, knowing that gentleman, it might
be taken for granted that this was a. fair
provision in the, interests of the alluvial
miner. But, so far as the rest was
concerned, no possible injustice could ac-
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crue to the alluvial miner if the warden
properly exercised the provisions of
clauses 9 and 10 ; on the contrary, if any-
body had a complaint, it was the man who
pegged the lease and who had to wait
six months before he got any possession
from the warden. During the six months,
the applicant would he expected to work
the area-that was the reason for the
provision of one-third retention-and fin-
ally at the end of six months he might
be refused his lease. It was difficult to
see in such aclause, that the alluvial miner
had much to complain of. All the ar-gu-
ments applied to this clause had been on
the assumption that the lease was imme-
diately going to be granted, and if that
were the case, the alluvial miner would
be in a very bad way, for he would prac-
tically be in the Same position as now;
intfact, in aworse position; but the distinct
intention of the two clauses was to prevent
a lease being granted until everybody was
satisfied no alluvial existed.

Clause as amended put and passed.
Clauses 11 to 13, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 1 4--Amendment of section 45:
HoN. A- G. JENKINS moved that the

clause be struck out, as being practically
unworkable. It would, he said, be highly
improper that such a clause should come
into force. The leaseholder would be
able to hold a large area of ground with-
out working it at all, if a discretionary
penalty were allowed instead of forfeiture.
Undler the present Act, great discretion
was allowed to the Minister, who never
would order forfeiture in a case where
there had been bond-fide work on a, lease.
If hon- members referred to the report of
the Royal Comimission on Mining, they
would find the view he was now taking
fully borne out, and the clause, if passed,
would not work at all.

EfoN. H. G. PARSONS moved, as an
amendment, that the following words be
added to the clause: "And such propor-
tion of the fine as the warden shall recom-
mend shal he paid to the applicant for
forfeiture." If the fines were to go into
the Treasury, no, man would come forward
and ask for the forfeiture of any lease.

HoN. D. McKAY: Were there no in-
spectors to see that the labour conditions
were being fulfilled?

RON. H. G. PARSONS: There were no
inspectors, and if there were, the inspec-

tora could not do this work. The only
way in whidh to have labour conditions en-
forced was to tolerate jumpers. Unsa-
voury as the jumper might be, it was
necessary to give him some encourage-
ment to make him become a jumper.
There must be some prospective reward,
or he would not trouble whether a lease
were forfeited or not. If inspectors were
appointed, they could be "squared."

RON. A. P. MIATHESON: Unless some
inducement were held out to people to
see that the labour conditions were. car-
ried out, there would be no attempt to
see that the conditions were fulfilled. It
would be nobody's business. He would
have favoured the striking out of clause
14, if this amendment had not been
moved.

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It was
some years since this question of jump-
ing had cropped up in the Legislature,
and a distinct expression of opinion was
then given that the practice of jumping
was a great danger, and a, source, of an-
noyance and trouble. It seemed an ex-
traordinary way of carrying out the gold-
fields industry, to attempt to evade the
labour conditions; but it seemed neces-
sary, in the absence of inspectors, that
siome such practice should orevail. The
gentlemen who had administered the
Mines Department had always exercised
the greatest care and discrimination in
forfeiting leases. The 'Mfinister of Mines
looked into the evidence fron. all sides, and
obtained all the information possible be-
fore coming to a decision to forfeit a
lease; so that to this extent the interests
of the leaseholder bad been safeguarded.
At the same time, there had been a de-
sire expressed for a bill of this nature, and
the measure had passed through another
place almost unanimously. A large num-
ber of representatives of mining interests
had agreed to this Bill in another place,
and haa expressed the opinion that to for-
feit a lease for a technical breach of the
regulations was too drastic, and that such
a clause as the one now before the Com-
mittee was desirable.

HON. A. G. JENKINS: The Minister did
nopt forfeit for a technical breach, now.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause provided that for the first breach
it should be lawful for the Governor to
impose a fine as an alternative to for-
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feiture, which seemed a reasonable provi-
v0Th.

Hos,. D. MoKAT: It did not mention
the amount of the fine.

Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY:- That
would he fixed by regulation. The clause,
as it stood, appeared to be in the interests
of the mnining industry. It should not be
necessary to legiqlate in the interests of
those who jumped claims--men who went
round to spy cases and bring trouble upon
pe~rsons who, to some extent, had not com-
plied with the labour conditions.

HoN. H. C. PARSONS: 'he Colonial
Secretary should be serious upon aL ques-
tion which he did not understand, and
upon which lie knew as much as the Mini-
ster of Mfines, which was. not a. rent. deal.
The clause under consideration struck alt
scoiutely at the root of the mi ning industry.
The labour conditions would not be en-
forced, if the clause passed as it stood.
His (Msr. Parsons') interests were bound
Lup absolutely wxith gold mining. He had
been responsible for as many as 1,500
acres in the Kalgoorlie district, and he
was still responsible for a good mary
acres; but he might say that the evasion
of the labour conditions was absolutely
opposed to the interests of the colony as a
whole. If there were no labour condi-
tions, there would be no mining industry.
How could ire expect the working man,
who was the ordinary informer, to, go into
court and inform unless he had some in-
terest in doing so. At one time he (Mr.
Parsons) held in his name three of the
leading mines of the colony, and he would
have owned them now and would have
had £,3,000,000 to his credit if it had not
been for fulfilling the labour conditions.
He had to part with those mines, so as to
find some one to fulfil the labour condi-
tions. The mines he referred to were the
Boulder Perseverance, Great Boulder, and
the Boulder Main Reef. Hfe had to find
smiebody to work those mines, and they
were now being worked. In the public
interest it was better to, have the Tabour
conditions carried out, and lhe asked how
was it possible to expect that labour con-
ditions would be enforced unless some in-
ducement was offered to somebody to see
that they were carried out.

ThEm COLOMAL SECRETARY: The
cases which the hon. member had referred
to were entirely outside the category of

wines which would not fulfil the labour
conditions. It would only be in cases of
technical breaches of the conditions that
the owners would be mnulated in a fine.
If he (the Colonial Secretary) was not ac-
quainted with mining, there Were many
who were acquainted with mining in an-
cther place who had agreed to the Bill.

BoxN. R. S. RAYNES: The Committee
should not con sent to the amendment.
Most of the clauses in the Bill were the
result of a compromise by both narties
interested-the representatives of the al-
Luvial miner and the leaseholder. The
Bill had been carefully debated in another
place, where hon. members han put
their views clearly forward, and a
compromise had been effected. Itwasde-
sired to pass the Bill with as little amend-
ment as possible, or with no amendment.

Amendment (to strike out the clause)
not pressed.

Amendment (to add words) put and
negatived, and the clause passed.

Clauses 15 to 23, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 24-Saving of existing right:
TilE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,

as an amendment, that the following
words be added at the end of the clause:
"lexcepting as herein specially provided."

Hoy. A. P. MATHESON: Would the
Colonial Secretary point out to what he
wished the proviso to refer?

T'hs COLONIAJL SECRETARY: It
would refer to the tenth clause, where it
said "the 23rd September."

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Preamble and title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

REOMnTTAL.

On the motion of the COLONIAL SEC-
RETART, the Bill was recommnitted for
making an amendment in clause '7.

Clause 7-Exemption from labour con-
ditions.

TeaR COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,
as an amendment, that in sub-clause (a)
the words "in the opinion of the warden"
be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.
Bill reported with a further amend-

nient, and the report adopted.

Recommittal.
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ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS BILL.
Received from the, Legislative Assem-

bly, and, on the motion of the COLONIAL
SECRETARY, read a, first time.

COOLGAR-DIE MINING EXHIBITION
BELL.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly, and, on the motion. of the COLONIAL,
SECRETARY, read a first time.

BILLS OF SALE BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assemn-

bly, and, dn the motion of the HON. A. B3
KuosoNq, read a, first time.

ARRIAGE ACT AMEN-LD'MNT BILL.
Introduced by HfON. R. S. HAYN~si, and

read a first time.

JOINT COMMITTEE'S REPORT ON BANK-
RUPTCY ADMINISTRATION.

IN coMLUTrEE.

HON. RI. S. HAYNES moved: -

That the report of the Select Committee of
both Houses of Parliament appointed to inquire
into tht administration of the Bankruptcy Act,
1892, by the senior Official Receiver (M4r. H.
Wainscot), and the administration of the affairs
of companies whereof hie has acted as liqui-
dator, be adopted; and that a copy of the
report and evidence be sent to the Crown
Law Department, with instructions to take
steps in the matter before the Bank-
ruptcy Court~ or Criminal Court, or before
the Barristere Board, as may be con-
sidered expedient or necessry; and (2) that
the foregoing resolution be transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly, with a message request-
ing their concurrence therein.

lie said : The report which the Committee
have brought in is based on. the evidence
taken. -The Committee sat altogether
twelve or thirteen daysi in taking evi-
dence, and in considering their report,
which I hope, hon. members will deem
moderate and fair; and I further hope
that the recommendations of the Commit-
tee will be carried into effect, because it
is useless to, have a report unless some
steps are taken on it. There are facts
lrought to light which I think will war-
rant hon. members in ordering that cer-
tain steps should be taken before long,
in order to test the validity of the report,
and, if the latter be found correct, to
bring the party involved before the court
for conduct set forth in the report. It

was impossible, Of course, for the Commit-
tee to deal with matters outside the reso-
lution of Parliament; but there is, a
certain recommendation, especially in re-
gard to the affairs of Mr. Kieane.

RON. J. W. HACKETT: What is the re-
commendation?

ow. IL. S. HAYNES: The recommen-
dation is:-

Your Committee, alter making searching in-
quirias, have found that ust prior to Mr.
Wainscot's departure for England lie received
£1,000 by way of loan, without security, from
Mr. Edward Keane. Mr. Wainsfcot at &3rt
denied that he received any money, but on
the 13th October, having heard of Mr. Keane's
statement, he sought an interview with the
Committee and admitted he had received £1,000
f roni Mr. Keane, bitt said it was for expenses in
going to England in connection with the
estate, and your Committee dlid not think it
right to pursue the inquiry further. The evi-
dence so far points to a charge of corruption
on Mr. Wainscot's part, and your Committee
recommend that the evidence be sent to
the law advisers of the Crown to advise what
steps, if any, should be taken, either criminally
or before the Barristert Board.
It was only after a, great deal of difficulty
sand cross-examination that the Committee
became aware of this payment. Mr. Wain-
ncot point-blank denied it when first asked,
and subsequently Mr. Keane, when asked
also denied it. On being pressed, ho-
ever, Mr. Keane admitted he had lent Mr.
Wainscot £1,000 without any security,
and that, this money was lent at a time
when Mr. Keane was an undischarged
bankrupt and Mr. Wainscot was trustee
of the estate. At that timne Mr. Wainscot
had written a report recommending Mr.
Keane's discharge from bankruptcy, writh-
out any conditions whatever. It was
after receipt of the money that Mr. Wain-
scot wrote the report; and, as a conse-
quence of that report, Mr. Keane was dis-
charged from bankruptcy without any
conditions. Although the papers show
that at that time Mr. Keane was In re-
ceipt of £1,500 ai year, and that some of
the creditors had asked that £500 of his
income should be set apart for their bene-
fit, leaving him £1,000 a, year to live on,
yet the Official Receiver did not think fit
to act on the suggestion of the creditors,
and Mrft. Keane was released uncondition-
ally. Mr. Wainscot heard of this evi-
dence, and he made an explanation to the
Committee; but his explanation was some-
what peculiar. He came before the Comn-
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mittee, and admitted he had received1
£1,000, but said he had received the
money, not by way of loan, but for the
purpose of going to England to make in-
quiries in regard to the estate. Mr.
Wainscot made a. long, rambling, and un-
satisfactory statement as to why be went
to England; but, as a matter of fact, im-
mediately this £1,000 was received by
Mr. Keane and came into his possession,
it became the property of his creditors.
Mir. Wainscot said the money had been
borrowed by Mr. Keane; but it must beI
repeated that, directly the money came
into Mr. Keane's possession, by the opera-
tion of the law it became divisible
amongst his creditors, and should have
been handed over to the trustee for that
purpose. Mr. Wainscot wvas asked
whether the creditors had been consulted,
and he said they had not; and, strange
to say, three or four days al ter the money
had been lent, Mr. Wainscot was removed
from the trusteeship. Mr. Wainscot had
reported that the estate could be dealt
with summarily as not likely to produce
more than £200; but he was removed
because it was shown that the estate
would produce more than that amount.
But while be was trustee, and while he
had reported that the estate was not likely
to produce more than £200, he received
£1,000 from Mr. Keane. I will not say
one word with refarence to my own opinion,
because, if this matter form the sub-
ject of an inquiry, it will be wrong to
express an opinion. Mr. Wainscot made
an explanation, but his explanation was
so unsatisfactory that the matter ought
to be pursued further. There was a
transaction about some shares, which
ought also to be inquired into. In add-
tion to that, there was a sum of £247
which Mr. Wainscot had drawn from the
various estates, and which belonged to
the crddfitors thereof. Mr. Wainscot was
no doubt entitled to some portion of this
money, though a,very small portion, for
travelling expenses. But I have myt
doubts as to whether the visit to the
gldfields, which gave rise to these ex-

penses, was necessary. That, however, is
not for me, but for somebody else to de-
cide, and the money ought to be repaid
into the Treasury. Mr. Wainscot, as anI
officer of the Government, drew the money
from the Treasury; therefore, he ought

to be compelled to pay it baetk again, and
if he tail to do that, he ought to be treated~
in the samte way as any other person whc
fails in like manner. I will not proceed
further, but I add my opinion that a scan-
dalous state of affairs has been shown,
and that there has been a deplorable want
of supervision in the administration ol
the ]Bankruptcy Act.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, report adopted

and a message accordingly transmitted tc
the Legislative Assembly.

BANKRUPTCY ACT AMENDMENT BILL
LECISLATIVE ASSEHMIVLY AMENDMENT.

Schedule of nine amendments, made by
the Legislative Assembly, considered.

IN COMMITTEE.
RoN. A. 1B. KIDSOX (in charge of thc

Bill) moved that the Assembly's amend.
ments be ag-reed to.

Question ptut and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report

adopted.

)Mh'ICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT'
AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMMIrrE7E.

On the motion of the Hoy. A. B.
KiDwoN, the House resolved into Commit-
tee to consider the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Construction of private

streets:
THE COLONIAL45 SECRETARY moved,

as an amendment, that the clause be
struck out, with a view to insertion of the
rollowvinia -

Section 134 of the principal Act ,is hereb%
amended by adding the following words theii
to -Provded, notwithstanding anything con
taied in section 120 of the Municipal Jnstitu
tions Act of 1895, that the Council shall havw
power to dedicate any private street to tlN
pubilic use, and after publicatioa of anotics
thereof in the 'Government Gazette" such

dedication shall be deemed to be valid nd coin
plete, and such street shall thereupon hecomi

a public thoroughfarC and shall be noticed mne
recorded in the Office of Titles, and the Coun
cii shall hays full power and authority ovel
such street. and may expend money upon ii
in the me manner as on any other piV)hla
street.
If his proposal were not adopted, the Bill
would not effect the purpose in view.
There were many streets in North Fre-
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mantle which were less than 66 feet wide,
and it "'as desirable that these streets
should be taken over for public purposes.

RoN. F. M,. st'ONE said be hoped the
Committee would not agree to the amend-
inent proposed by the Colonial Secretary.
It was a very dangerous principle we were
asked to adopt in this Bill. The mea-
sure would not only deal with North Fre-
mantle, but with every municipality; and
in Perth there were some wretched little
private streets which, after the passing of
this Bill, could be taken over by the
municipality and macadamised, while un-
der the principal Act it was stated that
all public streets should be 66 feet wide
and all private streets 33 feet in width.
The principal Act should not be tinkered
with in this way. By inserting the pro-
posed new clause, we would be undoing
the principle which "'as adopted in the
Municipal Institutions Act. If we were
only dealingy with North Fremantle, per-
haps there would be no objection to the
amendment.

Ro-q. A. B. KIDSON asked the Corn-
mittee to agree to the new clause pro-
posed by the Colonial Secretary. The
only argument advanced by Mr. Stone
was that municipal councils would be able
to take over streets under 66 feet wide.
That was exactly the object aimed at.
This Bill would not compel the councils
to take over the streets. There were in-
stances, not only in Fremantle and North
Fremantle, but in other parts of the col-
ony, where streets were made long be-
fore the Municipal Institutions Act wag
passed; and unless power was given to
deal with these streets, they would re-
mtain sand patches for ever. People re-
siding, in these streets contributed to the
rates, but the streets could not be im-
proved. He had spoken to numbers of
persons interested in this matter, and they
were strongZly in favour of the passing of
such a Bill as this. These people had
been paying rates for a long time without
getting any'benefit.

Ho,,. D). K. GONOGDON: Some private
streets lied been in existence for ten years,
and people living in these streets had
been paying rates all that time.

Rlo-. H. BRIGGS said he knew streets
in Fremantle that had been laid out eight
or nine yearsa agro to the width of 33 feet,
and houses had been built along these

streets. The alignments had been made
and people residing in these streets had
been paying rates for all that time; yet
the niunicipality could not construct these
streets.

Amendment (for striking out the
clause) put and passed, and the cleuse
struck out.

Question, that the words proposed be
inserted:

How. F. 1W STONE: Three or four per-
sons might open a narrow street, and
might desire that it should remain
a, private street ; but under this
proposal the municipal council could
come in and take it as a public
street, where the oiwners did not
intend to allow the public to use it. The
municipality could come in, notwithstand-
ing, that the street might be 10 or 12 feet
wide, and declare it a public street, against
the wishes of the owners of the land, who
might desire it should remain a private
street. At the present, time, all that coun-
cils had to do was to obtain the transfer
of the streets to the municipal council ;
and then they could macadamise them,
and do everything they wished to them.
The object sougtht to, be attained by the
principal Acet was to prevent streets of less
than 66 feet width from beingr dedicated as
public streets : but this Bill would do
away with that principle altogether.

Boy. B1. S. HA.YNES: This was an im-
portant imatter, and he would like to see
the proniosed new clause in print. He
moved that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit aganin.

At 6.30 pam, the PRE-AunENr left the
chair.

At 7.30 the PnsRo.4NTv resumed the
chair,

LAND IrLL.
IN coMMrrrEE.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Interpretation:
BoxN. R. G4. BURGES moved, as tn

amend ment, that i n sub5-clause 5, the word
"stock" be struck out, and the words "and
small stock, including sheep, but not in-
cluding pigs or goats," be inserted in lieu
thereof.

Land Bill. 2446Municipal Bill.
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Hosx. E. M'LARTY supported the
Amendment, which would be of advantage
botL to selectors and leaseholders. At
the present time leaseholders were subject
to a great deal of inconvenience and an-
noyantce, through selectors not having
sufficient fencing to keep out all kinds
of stock. A leaseholder might take up ablock of 2,000 or 3,000 acres, and fence
it with the intention of pasturing shiep
but the selector of 100 acres only made
a fence of three wires, put up in a very
indifferent way, on small posts at consid-
ervble distances apart, and this was not
sufficient protection Against sheep. The
result was that the leaseholder was de-
prived of the use of fiis lease, because, if
h! put sheep on his land, they were Able
to get through a~ three-wire fence and
destroy the crop of a selector, with trouble
and loss as the result. It would be in the
interest of the selector to have a substan-
tial fence, which would resist sheep as
well as lar~ge. cattle, And there was no
hardship whatever. In the provision Pro-
posed further on in the Bill, in clause 66,
it was provided that a selector w'ho
fenced his land with sheep-proof fence
would lbe allowed half the cost of that
fence a~s improvement on his land. He
knew many instances where runs were ren-
dered almost useless fromt the fact of
bad fencing by selectors. He leased 500
acres, which he had fenced, but several
selections bad been taken up, and lie was
really deprived of using his land at this
Reason of the yesir, because selectors had
croppled part of their lands, and the
fencing was so indifferent that the stock
could work throughb as they liked.

HoN. C. A. PIFJSSE cordially supported
the Amendment. The Trespass Act at the
present time, he said, defined a. fence as.
one which would resist great or small
stock, including sheen, but not pigs and
goats, and the amendment now proposed
Would assimilate the two Acts.

THE COLONIAL SECRrTAR: What WAs
simll stocki

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: The term "small
stock" would embrace calves. This
ameindment would make the selector pro-
tect himself. Under the Trespass Act
damages could not be claimed for more
than one penny per head. although the
eron nmiqht bp nminedl. 'n hardhip
would be occasioned hr this amendment.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
amendment proposed was a resonable
one; but he intended, later on, to move
n amendment in clause 66, that after the
wor "reg-ulations," in the third line, the
words "not being A, homestead lease or
poison lease" be inserted. He was not
quite sure whether that amendment would
not affect the latter part of the clause in
regard to the half value of the fencing.

Box. F. Mi. STOIN E: The Trespass Act
already provided all that was contempla-
ted in the amendment. Unless A. fence
'was sufficient to resist cattle or sheep, the
owner of a, pastoral lease could trespass
as much as he liked.

HoxN. C. A. PIESSE ; The desire was
to make the Acts both alike.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 4 to 17, inclusive-agreed to.
Canuse 18-Priority by lot:
TIhz COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,

As an amendment, that in line 10 the
W'ord "other" be struck out. This word
had been inserted by mistake.

Put and passed.
BoN. R. G. BURGES moved, as a

further namendmtent, that the following
be added to the clause: "Provided,
however, that notice of such drawing
shall bie given to the applicant or his
agent." -There bad been great dissatis-
faction under the Lands Purchase Act on
this point, and it would be much better
to allow applicants to be p~resent, than
to leave the matter to the officers of the
department.

THE; COLONIAL SECRETARY ex-
plained that, although not so provided
in the Act, it was noev the practice to
notify apnlicants to attend.

Amendment put And passed, and the
clause, as amended, Agreed to.

Clauses 11) to 21, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 22-Mfinister may order surveys

of Crown lands, and lands reserved for
town and suburban lots:

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,
as amendments, that after the words
"Surveyor General," wvherever they ap-
peared in the clause, the words "or other
officer duly nuthorised in that behalf," be
inserted.

Pitt arnd passed, and thpeclause. Aq
amended, agreed to.
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Clause 23-Loss of leases, etc., and
amendment of defective descriptions:

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,
as an amendment, that after the- words
"Surveyor General:" wherever they oc-
curred in the clause, the words "or other
oficer duly authorised in that behalf," be
inserted.

Pat and passed, and the clause, as
amuended, agreed to.

Clauses 24 to 26, inclusive--agreed to.
Clause 27-Land of insolvents to he

ao~d for benefit of creditors:
HON. R. G. BURGES moved, as an

amendment, that after the word "land,"
in line 12, the following words be struck
our, "Provided that no person shall be en-
titled to purchase, as aforesaid, who
would not be qualified under the Act to
bold such land under conditional terms
or otherwise, if such land were open to
selection." It was a extraordinary
thing, he said, that purchasers should be
limited to this small class. If a man was
sold up as insolvent, it would be a strange
proceeding if the creditors were not
allowed to get as much as they could for
the land.

RoN. F. At. STONE: Under the law at
present, if a wn became bankrupt, any
property he had was sold by the trustee
"or the benefit of the creditors, and upon
such sale the Commissioner of Crown
iLands had the right to say whether he
would approve of the purchaser or not.
The land was resily sold suhjcct to the
consent of the Cowauissioner of Crown
Lands. If the words were left out of
the clause that would not meet the objec-
tion which Mr. Burges had raised.

Hex. 11. G. Buttos: The clause limited
the nu~mber of purchasers.

RON. F. H. STO:NE: If the land was
sold to, say B, who6 held four or five von-
ditional purchases, the Uouniiissioner of
Crown Laknds could say that 11 held sulfi-
cient land, and wouild not consent to take
him ats the purchaser. Under the present
re vulations the Counissioner of Crown
Lands had to consent to the transfer of a
conditional purchase, and if he did not
consent, another sale would have to, be
hield. When the land was put up for
auction agAin, the person who purchased
in the first instance could get another per-
son to buy for him.

Ho-,. RI. G. BUttoss: A bogus sale.

Hoyx. F. M. STO NE: That could not be
stopped. Suppose the purchaser was the
father of a. family who had a son over 21
years of age. If the Commissioner of
Crown Lands would not consent to the
father holding, the land, when the condi-
tional purchase -was put up to, auction a
second time the son could purchase it.
It was advisable to have this condition
in the clause. It was opposed to the
principle of the Bill to Allow one person
to hold a, lot of conditional purchase land.

Box. C. A. PIESSE : Th e clause did not
go far enough. If the amendment was
not carried then something should be
added to the clause. What would be-
comne of the land in the event of the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands refusing to ac-
cept a. purchaserI If a purchaser did
not turn up at the sale, what was to be-
come of the land?7

HlON. R, G. BURUER: Only the other
day a block of land was sold for £1.

HON. C. A. PIESSE: Some provision
should he made in the event of no buyer
turning up.

TuxE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
provision,% contained in this; clauve were
to he found in the present Land Regula-
tions.

flex. F. M. STONE: If there was no
rurchaser at the sale, the land was not
hound to he sold for a, nominal aMount.

Hex,. R. G. Bunows: What was to be
done?

HfON. F. M. STONE: The land could be
held. There was plenty of land held by
mortgangees. Several banks held stations
because they could not find purchasers.

lfox. W, T. bA)rON: If the principle as
laid down in the Land Regulations, was to
be maintained-that principle being that
certain people should only hold under cer-
tain conditions a certain quantity of land
and no more-when any such person had
selected or purchased land to ibe maxi-
mumn amount, that person could not a-vail
him self of purchasing more land, although
that land might he adjoiningr his. If
the principle was zood for one narson it
must be good for all. We could not de-
part from the principle laid down, and the
nrinciple appeared to be just and nroner.
There might be a difficulty in realiSing
estates.

RfON. R. G. Buar.t0F: There was at diffi-
culty.

Land Bill: [18 OCTOBER, 1898.]
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Ho0 . W. T. LOTON: So long as there
was a limit there would be a difficulty.
If a person could' bold any quantity of
land without limit, then no difficulty
at all would occur. Being satisfied that
some limit should be put to the amount
of land held under certain. conditions--
and we were dealing with land in agricul-
tural areas--he would vote for the clause
as it stood.

HON. Ri. G. BLIRGES: This clause re-
ferred to all the laud under the Act.

HON. W. T. LOTON: Parliament had
decided that there should be a limit to
the quantity of conditionally purchased
land a person should hold, and unless we
departed from that principle, we must
agree to the proviso in the Bill.

HON. C. E, DEMPSTER: If a person
became involved he could not give secur-
ity over his lease, because the latter part
of the clause provided that a man holding
a certain amount of land should not par-
ticipate in the sale of the lease. A
neighbour might make considerable ad-
vances to a leaseholder who was adjoining
him, but the latter portion of the clause
would not enable the neighbour to partici-
pate in any portion of the security. Al-
though the creditor was debarred from
taking part in the purchase, he would
beneft from the sale to another person. If
the latter part of the clause was notstruek
jut, it would be better to negative the
clause. Although there wfa an idea that
it was undesirable to allow a person to
hold more than a. certain quantity of land,
we should not prevent any person from
participating in the purchase of land con-
ditionally owned. A person who had
made an advance to another should be
able to reap the benefit of his security.

HoN. F. If. STONE: The clause only
dealt with conditionally purchased land
over which security had been given by the
leaseholder. If the leaseholder went
bankrupt the land could be seized and
sold for the benefit of the creditors, and
the purchasers were limited to those who
did not hold over a certain quantity of
land.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: The operation
of the clause would certainly tend to pre-
vent the small conditional purchaser from
getting unlimited credit.

HON. C. A. Pmssn: It would prevent
his getting any credit at. all.

* Ho. A. P. MATHESON: That was a
most desirable object to arrive at, and he
would support the clause as it stood.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause passed.

Clauses 28 to 33, inclusive--agreed to.
Clause 34--Restrictions upon public

officers acquiring Crown land;
Hox. C. A. PIESSE moved, as an

amendment, that in line 1 the words "in
the service of the Government" be struck
out, and "employed in any lands office"
be inserted in lieu thereof. This wasi a
Most objectionable clause. When we
took into consideration the number of
persons employed by the Governm~ent it
would be seen that the clause was sweep-
ing in its effect. He would favour the
striking out of the clause altogether, be-
cause we could trust our land officers in
the Government service not to take apv
,part in the purchase of land.

TnB COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
officers of the Lands and Surveys Depart-
ment had been selected hitherto as those
who wvere not allowed to acquire Crown
land, but there were cther officers in the
Government service-in the Public Works
Department, for instance-who were in
just as good a position to acquire con-
siderable knowledge of land matters as,
officers in the Lands Department, and who
might use that knowledge to their own
advantage. It was invidious to single
out certain officers in one department.
It seemed to him it was desirable to pre-
vent undue competition from persons with
a superior knowledge, as officers of the
Government might possess, over other
would-be purchasers. The clause was
safe-guarded, and any Government officer
could apply for permission to take up
land. This provision had not worked
any hardship in the past. Instead of the
Minister approving of any application
made by a, public officer to take up land,
application was sent on to the Cabinet for
the Governor's approval.

Amendment put and negatived.
Tire COLON71AL SECRETARY moved,

as an amendment, that in line 2, after
the word "paid" the words "by the Gov-
ernment" be inserted.

Put andl passed, and the clause as
amended agreed t&.

Clause 35-iigreed to.
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Clause 36-Name of lessees, etc., to be
gazetted:

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,
as an amendment, that in line 2 the
words " a description of their land" be
struck out, and "the descriptive numbers
and area~s of their holding" be inserted
in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 37-agreed to.
Clause 38-Divisions:
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,

as an amendment, that in sub-clause, 4,
line 4, after "along," the wvords "part of"
be inserted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 39-Governor may make re-
serves:

Tns COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,
as* an amendment in sub-clause 8, that
in line 11 the word "and" be struck out.'

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 40 to 46, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 47-Provision for earlier pay-

mnent of purchase money:
Tn COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,

as an amendment, that in line 6 the word
"and" be struck out; also in the, same
line the word 'price" be struck out, and
"prices" inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended areed to.

Clauses (8to 54, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 55-Conditional purchase, with-

out residence:
HON. C. A. PIESSE moved, as a

amendment, that in sub-clause 4, line 12,
the wor'd "ten" be struck out and "twenty";
inserted in lieu thereof. He wished to
extend the limit within which a. selector
might avail himself of the privilege of
the clause. Within ten miles of a per.
son's'homestead every acre of land might
be taken up. He wished to provide that
a person could take up land within 20 miles
of his homestead. He believed there
was no objection to this amendment.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: This was a
desirable amendment. A man might
not be able to get land within 10 miles
of his homestead, but he might be able to
get flrst-class laud within 20 miles of it.

HoN. R1. G. BURGES, in supporting
the amendment, said he did not see why

*a mile or two should make such a differ-
ence. ' When a man selected land in a
favourable place he took up as much as
he could. Subsequently the man might
wish to take up more land, and if he wvent
beyond 10 mriles of lui4 homestead he
would have to Put double the amount of
improvements, on that land if he did not
reside on it.

HON. W. T. LOTON: The object the
hon. member had in moving for the ex-
tended limit was to allow a person to take
up land 20 miles from the place whiere he
resided on tfiF ad-me conditions as to im-
provement, as if the land surrounded his
borne. Seeing that this land had to be
taken up in an agricultural area
for agricultural purposes, to culti-
vate, farm, improve, and stock, the
land must be artificially worked to a cer-
tain extent; but he did not see how the
land was to be artificially improved when
the improvements were to'be effected 10
miles from a person's homestead. The
time was arriving when people taking
up land in small areas should take then
up with a view to cultivating and improv-
ing them.

HoN. C. A. PIESSE: Under the pre-
scat regulations, a man might take up
land 10 miles away from his homestead
without residing on it, His (Mr.
Piesse's) idea was to make the Bill as
popular as possible, so as to encourage
others to take advantage of it. There
might not be land available within 10
mites of a man's homestead ; therefore he
would be deprived of taking up land which
he could improve without residing upon
it.

Hox. E. McLAR'1'Y: There was no rea-
son why a man holding land should be
prevented from increasing his holding be-
cause he took up a piece of land 11 miles
away from his homestead. -If a man
took up land within 10 miles ht, would
not have to put on double the improve-
ments; but if he took up the land 11
miles away and did not reside upon it hte
would have to put on double the improve-
ments.

HON. W. T. LOTON: According to the
arguments of hon. members, what was
the use of limiting the distance at all? If
a, man lived in the colony somewhere, and
took up land and improved that land,
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then why should he be forced to, jive upon
it?

Amendment put and passed.
lloc . C. A. PIESSE suggested, as a

further amendment, that in lines 9 and
10 the words "the Minister may allow"
be struck out, and 'to the satisfaction of
the Minister" inserted in lieu thereof.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARtY: "The
Minister may allowv" meant that the
Minister must be satisfied.

flow. Rt. G. BURGES moved, as an
amendment, that the following words be
added to sub-clause 5, in order to miake
the provision. retrospective: -"Such al-
lowvano6 shall also be made in regard to
fences constructed before the passing of
this Act."

HON. J. W. HlAcwn: Suppose the
fences wvere made 20 years before, and
had fallen into decay I

Ho.N. I. G3. BURGES : All improve-
ments had to be passe by the inspectors.

HoN. E. MoLARVY: There could be
no objection to the amnendment. At pre-
sent very few boundary fences were
sheep-proof, for the reason that no allow-
ance had been made. to selectors for erect-
ing such fences. Considering what a
number of selectors there were in the
colony, it would be a great hardship if
they w'are not allowed to participate in
the benefits of this clause.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
would be undesirable to recognise the re-
trospective principle. This clause dealt
with lands to be selected, and to pass
the amendment would be to introoduce a
principle which had been condemned over
and over again in discussionsi on the land
regulations.

HoNx. C. A. PIESME said he Was% sorry
to hear the Colonial Secretary oppose the
amendmnent. It was only just that a man
who had selected twvelve months ngo. or
three micaths ago, should be allowed to
have the benfefit of this clause.

HoxN. F. 111 STONE: This poit was
dealt with in clause 150.

HoN. R. G. SURGES: Clause 150 r' d
not apply, beeausk it dealt with sJpecial
occupation and imimigrants' lands.

HoNv. C. A. PIESSE: It would be un-
fair to debar recent selectors from the
advantages of the clause. A good out-
side fence meant more attention to the
land inside.

Hox. R. G3. BURGES: If the amend-
i mont were carried, sheep-proof fences
would be provided, whereas now most of
the fences were only three wires.

Hos. F. M. STONE: It was inconveni-
ent to have amendments of this kind

Isprung upon the House. This clause
dealt with selections made after the Bill
cams into force. If clause 150 or clause
66 did not apply, some clause in tbe
direction desired by Mr. Burges ought to
be introduced; and, perhaps, the Colo-
nial Secretary would make a note of the
point.

HoN. R. . BULIGES asked leave to
withdraw his amendment, with a view to
the introduction of a new clause later on.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Clause as amended put and passed.
Clause 56-agreed to.
Clause 57-Conditional purchase by

direct payment:
HoN. R. G. BURGES moved, as ai,

amendment, that in line 6, sub-clause, 7
dealing with additional applications, th.-
w'ord "adjoin" be struck out.

Howx. F. Mf. STONE suggested that Mr
Burges should have his proposed amtend
ments placed ont the Notice Paper.

THE CHAIRMAN: This amiendmen,
could not be put, as being foreign to the
principle of the ciause. If the two leases
were apart, how could the one fence-stir
round them?

HON. F. MoLARTY: The intention o!
Mr. Burges was that the wvhole of the in-
provemeunts, might be done on one block
oif land, instead of being divided over two
lblocks. Both blocks must be fenced in.
but ir. Burges wished to provide that
the clearing and cultivation might lie all
done an one block instead of twvo.

Aminendmient put and negatived. andl
the clause passed.

Clauses 58 to 60, inclusive--agreed to.
Clause 61-Pastoral lessees in S.W.

Division may obtain land by conditional
purchase, subject to special conditions:

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY juosved,
Ias an amendment, that in the last line.
Ibetween the words "this" and "and." the

wvord "section" be inserted.
Put and passed, and the clause as

amended agreed to.
Clause 62-Pastoraj lessees in other

than the SAV. Division may ohtain land
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by conditionol purchase, subject to, spe-
cial conditions :

Tffx COLONIAL SECRETA RY moved,
as an amendment, that in line 5 the word I
"dsuch" be struck oiit and "Crown"' in-
serted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 63 to 65, inclusive--agreed to.
('lapuse 66-Portion ct improvement,-

nify be dispensed withb in certain cases:
TitE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,

as an amendment, that in line 3, after
the word "regulations," the words " not
being a homestead lease or poison lease"
be inserted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 67-agreed to.

Clause 68-Governor may declare cer-
tain lands in the S.W., W., E., and Eucla
divisions open for selection as grazing
leases:

HfON. C. A. PIESSE moved, aS amend-
ments, that sub-clauses 4, 6, and 6, refer-
ring, to grazing land, be struck out. These
grazing lands could he secured as second
and third class land at a price from 6s.
6d. to 3s. 9d. per acere, whereas the price
of first-class land was 10s. per acre; but,
in the case of first-class land, the surveys
were done free of cost, while the pur-
chasers of second-class land were called on
to pay the expenses of the survey. This
cost of survey, in itself, was sufficient to
bar application for second-class land, in-
asmuch as no rate of charges had been
laid down, and the cost of survey brought
the price of second-class. land up to that of
the first-class land. A return furnished
to the House this evening showed nearly
50 iniltion acres of land in the North-
wr'est division alone, of which less than
seven million acres bhad been alienated,
and a great portion of this area. would
have to be dealt with as -second and third
class land. Sub-clause 5 provided that
the applicant must reidde on the land
either 6y himself or his agent for six
months in the year, but this condition was
a farce and had never been carried out.
The real object was to have improvements
made on the land, and it did not matter
who made those improvements. Sub-
clause 6 would be unworkable if the other
two sub-clauses were struck out.

TBx COLONIAL SECRETARY: Resi-
deuce had always been the cardinal fea-
ture of the land regulations in this as in
all the other colonies. The man who took
up at block and resided on it was entitled
to mnure consideration than the man
who did not fulfil the residence
condition. The object of the legis-
lation was to encourage settlement,
and to discourage the taking up of
land for speculative purposes, as would
occur, it was to be feared, if these sub-
clauses were struck out. To attempt to
alter the Bill in this direction might re-
sult in wriecking the measure in another
place, and it was desirable that the Bill,
which was admittedly a good one, should
pass the Legislative Council. With this
object he asked bon. members to make
as few amendments as possible. In the
present circumstances of the colony, it
was desirable that the Lands Department
should secure all the reasonable and pro-
per revenue possible. It had been recom-
mended, in some cases, that the survey
should not be insidsted on, and there might
be some amendment in that direction. A
mnan might select, and, after paying a
small deposit, ark for a. survey costiaw
a great deal more than the amount of
that deposit. - This man, again, might
grive up the land, and another selector
come along qnd, after naying the deposits,
ask for the land to be surveyed in some
other way. The Department had to pay
four times as much as the money de-
posited. If a, surveyor had to go over
the ground again when - new selector
took up the land, it would mnean a loss
tnv the department. The department wan
not unwilling to pay half the survey fee,
which he thought was a reasonable con-
cession.

Hox.- C. A. PisS: Would the Colonial
Secretary support an amendment that the
Government pay half the fees?

Tue COTLONIAL, SECRETARY said
that he would not oppose it.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
HfON. C. A. PIESSE moved, as an

amendment, that the words "one half" be
inserted between "Pay' and "the," in line
1.

Amendment put and passed.
HTON. R. G. BURGES: Would it not be

well to provide for five half-yearly instal-
inents, instead of ten?

Land, Bill: in Committee.
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HON. C. A. PIESSE moved, as a fur-
ther amendment, that sub-clause 5 be
struck out. There was no objection, he
believed. Thle sub-clause provided for
residence, and it had been found to be
unworkable and a hampering restriction.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
exision of the sub-clause was not favoured
by the department. At the end of the
sub-clause was an important provision,
that residence might be performed by an
agent or a servant of the lessee.

flow. E. McLARTY: It was not neces-
sary to strike this clause out. Sub-clause
6 provided that it was not compulsory for
any person residing within ten miles of
the land taken up to perform the residence
conditions, and he believed it was in-
tended to substitute 20 miles for ten
miles.

Further amendment, by leave, with-
drawn.

Box. C. A. PIESSE moved, as a further
amendment, that in sub-clause 6, line 5,
the word "ten" be struck out, and
"twenty" be inserted in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 69 to 72, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 13-The Governor may order

that certain lands shalt We available for
homestead farms:

BoxN. R. G. IIURGES moved that the
clause be struck out. He would like to
see the whole of part 8, which referred to
tree homestead farms, eliminated from the
Hill, as it was known that free homes~tead
farms were a perfect farce. He had
taken up n, Gazette only yesterday, and
found a notice that three homestead
farms had been thrown up, and he was
informed a great number of these home-
stead farms had been thrown up in one
district alone, yet in that particular dis-
trict it was said the homestead farms had
been more successful than anywhere else.
The Commissioner of Crown Lands knew
the provisions in reference to, free home-
stead farms had been a complete failure.
There was no doull* the provisions at-
tradted new-comers, who got a. block of
land free; but that was the only good
point in this part of the Bill. It was well
known that in nine-tenths of the colony a
man could not make a living on 160 acres
of land ; and it was a farce to try and
induce people to settle on the land by giv-

ing- them 160 acres free, which they could
ni-t live upon. The land laws of the
colony should be framed so as to in-
duce people to permanently settle on
the land. We did 'not want people to
conje here, take up a piece of land, put
a tin-pot house on it, live there only for
Aix months, and then go away dissatisfied.
£hat did the colony more harm than good-
In the South-Western division it was
possible to get 160 acres suitable for an
orchard out of which a man could make
a living, but generally, in other parts of
the colony, people could not live on 16U1
acres. It was argued by the hon. gentle-
man who first introduced the free holne-
stead farm system, that people could take
u-, more land if they chose; hut that was
where the hon. gentleman was in error.
If in giving the free homestead farm Of
160 acres another 300 acres adjoining
the 160 acres were reserved, which could
be held nominally by the holder of the
160 acres, so that at any time he could
add this amount of land to his holding,
then there might be something in the
free homestead provisions. It was only
a sort of speculation on the paut of miany
wh-ot took- up these I 60-acre blocks, be-
cause in a short time the land was thrown
up. These provisions had not been a
success in any way, and the Commissioner
of Crown Lands was of opinion that the
system had been a failure.

TaE CoLoNIAL, SECRECTARY: ft was part
of the policy of the Government.

BoxN. R. G. di3JRGES: It "-as a policy
that had not succeeded. If the Colonisl
Secretary went about the country as
much as he (Mr. Burpes) did, and knew
more about these free homestead provi-
sions, he was sure the Co1lial Secretary
woulnd not like to live on 160 acres. The
pick of the country had gone. He (Mr.
]3urges.) would favour the extension of
the area of the farms and allow men to

pya nominal rent for 5 or 6 years. Ile
would give a man an area of land when
he started upon which he could live. ft
had been pointed out in one of the lead-
ing papers of the colony that wvhen a man
came here and took up 1,000 acres of
land and paid for it, we knew that that
man was settjed in the country, hut it
could not be said that a man was settling
in this colony when be came and took up
a free homestead farm.
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How. C. A. PIESSE: The hon. mem-
ber was surely not serious in proposing
to strike out the clause. The hon. mew-
her happened to live in a. district where
there was no land for free selection. The
free homestead farmsa had been most suc-
cessful in the district where he (Mr.
Pios) lived. In that portion of the
Colony the free homestead farm was Lke
the treacle to the fly. It tempted wien
to comie to this colony, and when they
came here they generally stopped.
There were a. few instances of men giving
up the land, but they were only a few.
It was not sufficient. ground to throw out
this clause. We had in this colony
640,000,000 acres of land, and up to the
present we had only 1,200,000 acres of it
settled upon.

Amendment, (to strike out the claurze)
put and negatived, and the clause passed.

Clauses 74 to 86, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 87-The Government may set

apart certain lands for working mnen's
blocks :

RoN. A. P. MATHESON moved., as
an amendment, that in line, 6 the words,
"9not being within a goldfield," be truck
out. He wished to give the working men
un the goldflelds the same facilities as
working men in other parts of the colony
possessed, only with this exception, that
he wished to provide that the working
inen on the goldfields should have half
an acre, while in other parts of the
colony it was considered advisable to allow
a working man five acrem The Colonial
Secretary, he believed, had no objection
to this amendment. Later on he pro-
posed to strike out the words "five acres
in area"' and insert "half an acre in area
within any goldfield, or five acres in area
elsewhere," in lieu thereof. Even in the
mineral areas a working man could get
the same privileges as working men in
any other district of the colony; and if
hon. members would turn up the defini-
tion of mineral areas in the Mineral Lands
Act, they would find that a mineral area
might include a goldfield.

Ho-,, C. E. DEMPSTER, in supporting
the amendment, said that a miner on the
goldifields should nuit be precluded from
selecting a. block of land on which he could
erect a house to live in. Five acres on
the goldfields was undesirable, but he

thought that half an acre was a reason-
able area to allow.

Tns COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
clause was not in the Bill as originally
drafted. It was added during the passage
of the Bill through the Legislative As-
sembly, and possibly Mr. Matheson might
find subsequently that this amendment
would not find favour in another place.
The idea in goldfields members' mind--
but probably this applied more to five
acres than to half an acre--was, that too
much land should not, be alienated on the
goldfields, which would prevent that land
being mined upon. Ho was informed
that the Lands Department had laid out
blocks of land on the goldfields, and these
blocks bad been offered on liberal terms.
A large area of land had been surveyed
and made available as residence areas by
the Mines Department. Residential areas
had been laid out and offered for selec-
tion by the Lands Department, and town
lots had been made available in all the
different town sites, and the upset price
on almoat the whole of the goldields
areas had been largely reduced. Ile be-
lieved the department favoured the pro-
posed smendment. Reducing the area.
from 5 acres to half an acre would pro-
babt~y remove the objection which hon.
members in another place had to the
granting of blocks of land on the gold-
fields.

Amndmient put and passed.
lifon. A. P. MATHESON moved, as

c further amendment, that in line 11 h,
wuids "five acres in area"' be struck ouit,
and "half ana acre in area within any 7ol
field, or five acres in area, elsewhere" ' e
inserted in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed, and the
tus,. as amended agreed to.
Clause 88--Certain persons entitled i.,

1- ages of working men's, blocks:
HoN. A. P. MATHE.SON moved, as

an amendment, that in sub-clause 2, lines
1 and 2, the words "five acres" be struck
out, and "half an acre in area within any
goldfield, or five acres in area elsewhere"'
be inserted in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended ageed to.

Clauses 89 to 95, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 96-Pastorral leases, -North-

West Division:
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HON. F. Mf. STONE moved, as an
amendment, that in line 2 the words --ten
shillings" be struck out, a-nd "seven shbil-
lings, and sixpence" be inserted in lieu
thereof. The rental in the NorthrWestdrn
division was proposed to be 10s. per 1,000
acres. He wished to reduce that rent to
Is. 6d. per 1,000 acres. In the kiinher-
ley district the rental was 10s. per 1/100
acres, hut under the stocking clause the
rental could he reduced to 5s. per 1,000
acres.

Row. R. G. Bufes: And better coun-
try.

Hoc. F If. STONE:- In the palmy
days lIs. per 1,000 acres might not have
affected the pastoralists who were work-
ing stations ink the North-Western. portion
of the colony; but we knew that droughts
had occurred, and mnany of the pastors.-
lists had gone through considerable hard-
ships and had spent. the best part of their
lives there, while somea had been com-
pletely ruined. This reduction of rent
would assist a. considerable number of
thie pastoralists who had from time to
time considerably benefited the colony.
In the past we depended on the pastoral
-interest in the colony ; then it "'as a
flourishing industry, and from the rents
of the pastoral leases the colony was kept
gIOing. Now wve had the gold-mining in-
dustry to. help the colony along. By
droughlts and in other ways the Ipastora-
lists in the northern portion of the colony
had been prevented from reaping that
benefit which they ought to have reaped.

lIoN. J. E. RICHLARDSON, in support-
ing the amendment, said, the pastoralists
in the northern portion of the colony had
been given to understand by a former
Commissioner of Crown Lands that the
rents of the pastoral leases would lie re-
duced when a Bill was brought forward,
and he believed the present Commissioner
of Crown Lands had made a similar pro-
wiie. That promise, however, had not
been carried out. He did not see win'
the pastoralists in the Kimberley district
should be allowed to get off with a rental
of 51s., while in the NortbrWestern district
the pastoralists had to pay 10s. The As-
sembly had refused to give some relief to
the pastoralists in the North by rejectin-~
the. $.ill whiA bL.wt . injt~is gou,1se,
to enable the pastoralists to employ alien

labour, therefore the pastoralists were en-
titled to a. reduction in rent.

HosN. D. McKAY: The amendment was
worthy of support. It was not sought to
get any advantage for the pastorahas in
the North, but simply to place them on
the same lines as pastoralists in other
parts of the country.

HoN. R. G. BURGES: it was well
known that the Government had promised
to make some reduction in the rents in
the North-West. division; but it would
appear as though the Government had
thrown away so much money in other
directions, that they could not a~fford to
carry out their promise. Before the dis-
covery of the goldfields, pastoral pur-
suitsa and pearling were looked upon as
important industries in this colony, hut
these pursuits had now some difficulty in
obtaining dlue recognition at the hands
of the Government.. A reduct ion of '2s. Gd.
per 11000 acres might not make a, great
deal of difference, but it would show that
the northern parts of the colony had
not been forgotten; and, further, a re-
duction of the rents, would benefit the
southern divisions, by enabling people
there to obtain stock. It was extra ordi-

Inary that no Minister of Lands had yet
recognised the full importance of afford-

Iing ervery facility for the development of
Ith - northern industries. The land regula-
tions in the North required liberalisiog, in
order that settlers there might be able to
provide store stock for people in the
south-west, the want, of such stock, owing
to the droughts, having become so serious
that this; clasis of cattle, as ;well as fat
cattle, -had to hie imported. Such a state
of things was no credit to the Govern-
ment, or to the head of the Lands De-
par-tmeat. Lots of men in the North had
been ruined by the trials and troubles
they had undergone.'

Hos. E. AoLABTY said he intended
to support the amendnment, The Colo-
nial Secretary said that 2s. Gd. reduction
would not make any difference; but it
must he remembered that a squatter in

Ithe North-West was compelled to have
an enormous area, in order to support a
few head of stock. That area meant a

godfwhl-crowns, and on 200,000
aeres a reduction of 2s. Gd. a 1,000
would be of considerable help. If it were
such a smnall gunm, it would not break the

Land Bill: in Committee.
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Government to make the reduction.
Pastoralists in that part of the coloily
had been very hard set for many years,
and if their distress could be alleviated
by liberalising the regulations, that
should be done by the Committee. Squat-
ters in the North-West had to take up
large areas of lands which were really of
no use to them. They had to take
thousands and thousands of acres which
would hardly keep a, goat, simply in order
to get possession. of a, few thousand
acres on which to depasture their stock.
He bad no~ personal interest in the North-
West, but he could sympathise with the
squatters there, muany of whom were now
no better off than when they took up
their land several years ago.

lioN. C. A. PIESSE: The amendment
ad'. eted something like 18,000,000 acres,
and, considering the hardships of the
Northern settlers, a concession of 2 s. 6d.
a thousand "'as not too great.

Amendment put and passed, and Lhe
clause, as amended, arced to.

Clause 97-agreed to.
Clause 98-Pastoral leases, Kimberley

Division:
HoN. F. If. STONE moved, as a vonsa

quential amendment on that made in
clause 96, that in line 4 the words "ten
shillings" be struck out and "seven shil-
lings and sixpeace" be inserted in lieu
thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 99 to 106, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 107-Power to sell portions of

leases, to make road; cut timber, etc.,
thereon:

HON. J. E. RICHARDSON: Anyone
who ppid 5s. for a license Could go on to
a pastoral lease and cut any timber he
liked, possibly round a water pool, and
thus destroy all shade. This was not
fair, and the provision ought to apply to
the South-West diviqion only.

THE COLONIAL SECnRARY: This was
only a right reserved to the Minister.

Box. J. E. RICHARDSON: What he
had stated was done under the old Act,
and there was no power to order such
people off the land.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The Minister
would not give his consent to anything
of the sort

HoN. J. E, RICHARDSON : All that a
person need do was to get a 5m.. timber
license from the clerk of the court.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: That could
not be done under this clause.

HoN. J. E. RICHARDSON : It had, t
any rate, been done under the old Act.

Put and passed.
Clauses 108 and 109-agreed to.
Clause 110-Power to issue licenses:
EoN. It. G. BURCES suggested that

the latter part of sub-clause 31, providing
that a sandalwood license should also be
obtained by persons engaged in removing
the wood, be struck out as, useless and in-
operative.

HON. C. A. PIESSE: This provision ap-
plied to carters, a class- who had never
taken out a license, except perhaps in
the old times.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY said he
had always understood it was necessary
for men removing sandalwood to have a
license. He suggested that the clause lbe
allowed to pass, and he would make a
note of the point, pending the recommit-
tal of the Bill.

Put and passed.
Clauses III to 113, inclusive-agreed

to.
Clause 114-Rent of timber lease:
Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY moved:

asan amendment, that in line three, after
the words "twenty pounds" the words "per
annum" be inserted. These words, he
said, had by some oversight been left out.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, ageed to.

Clauses 115 to 125, inclusive-ag-eed
to.

Clause 126-Power to resume any por-
tion of lease on which no marketable tim-
ber exists:

Hosx. J. W. HACKETT: This clause re-
quired to be more carefully drafted. At
present it looked as though the whole of
the timber interests were to be handed
Crew to public companies, who would
have the power of excluding all small set-
tlers, from the jarrah limit in the north
to the karri limit in the south. He had
a number of amendments prepared which
he would submit to the Committee. He
wished, in line 4, after the word "market-
able" to insert "jarrah, karri, or tuart."
The same words he wished to insert after
the second "marketable" in the same line.
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Then in the next line after "growing" he
proposed to insert "or which, in the
opinion of the Minister, are to be resumed
for cultivation." In line 10 after the word
"lessee" he wished to insert these words,
"and the opinion of the Minister as afore-
said shall be binding on all parties, and
without appeal, providing that the lessee
shall have the exclusive right for six
months after such exemption to cut and
remove from any land so resumed any
jarrah, ken-ri, or tuaurt timber which he
may desire to cut and remove." Then in
the next parapraph, in line 4, after the
word "cause" he wished to insert the
words " to the Minister; " the object being
to provhk a reference to the Minister.

THE CHAIRMAN : It would be well for
the hon. member to give notice of these
amendments.

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
that the clause be postponed.

Put and passed, and the clause post-
poned.

Clauses 127 to 134, inclusive-agreed
to'

Clause 1 35-Penalty for trespass:
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,

as an amendment, that in line 5 the words
"for sale" be struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 136-Rents:
HON. R. G. HURGES moved, as an

amendment, that in line 16 the word
"shall" be struck out, and that "may" be
inserted in lieu thereof. The provision
was never carried out.

Hots. W. T. LOTON: This provision
had been carried out to his knowledge,
and very frequently. Ile had often seen
leases, when the rents had not been paid,
put up to auction and sold. As a mat-
ter of fact, if the rents were not paid an-
nually, the leases were put up to auction.
If there were no buyers, the land was
ready for re-selection. The word "shall"
should remain. The provision should not
be made optional.

Tits COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the
amendment were carried, it would open
the door to irregular dealings. People
might trust to the forbearance of the
Minister, and be led astray.

-Amendment negatived, and the clause
passed.

Clause 1 37-agreed to.

Clause 1 38-Lease and licenses may be
m xortgaged:

THE tOLONMAL SECRETARY moved,
as amendments, that in line 2, between
"Act" and "any" the words 'and in the
Ho10uu~teadz* Act, 16:1' 6Lt ,nred; also
in the same line between "Act" and "other
the words "or under the Land Regulations
of 18S7, and the Hne,.teadsAotof 1893'
be inserted; also that in sub-clause 1,
line 1, the wvords "any holding under this
Act" be struck out, 'and such lease ox
license' be inserted in lieu thereof.

Amendments pat and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

CUauats 139 to 1+4, inclusive-agreed
to-

Clause 145-Payment for improve-
ments:

HoNu. R. G. BIJRGES moved, as an
amendment, that in line 13 the words
"two shillings and sixpence " be struck
out, and "four shillings" inserted in lieu
thereof. The two shillings and aixpene
was an increase of sixpence per acre, which
showed that it was evident the Conunis-
sioner of Crown Lands was aware that two
shillings was not slufficient to carry out
ring-barking properly. It was well known
that ring-barking was one of the most suc-
cessful improvements that had been car-
ried out in the colony, and ring-barking
was necessary to cultivation. When land
bad been thoroughly ring-barked it could
be cleared for one-third of the amount
which it would otherwise cost. In the
interest of land settlement he moved that
the amount be increased to four shillings.

Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY: Two
shillings and sixpence was an increased al-
lowance by 6d., a-s 2s. was allowed under
the present land regulations. It "-as
questionable whether it would be wise to
increase the amount by 100 per cent, on
the present allowance for ring-barking-
If 4s. was allowed for ring-barking there
would be very little left for other im-
provements, and fencing was a very im-
portant portion of the improvements.

HON. W. T. LOTOIN: The sum per acre
that might be allowed for ring-barking in
the Eastern districts, and whiich would be
ample for the Eastern districts, would not
be sufficient for the Southern districts-
It would cost nearly double to ring-bark
in the Soutliern districts to that which
it would cost in the Eastern districts.

[COUNCIL.] in Committee.
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The whole of the country which was within
10 or 20 miles of a railway line could he
ring-barked for 2s. 6d. per acre.

RON. C. E. DSmpsTEU: What about the
suckers and the after growth.

RoN. W. T. LOTON: The suckers would
continue after ring-barking, although not
on trees that had been wrung. He had
had ring-barking done at a, cost of 2s& per
acre, athough, sometimes, ten or twenty
acres out of 500 acres would give more
trouble to keep clear than the rest of the
area& What was wanted was one price
for the Northern districts and another
for the Southern. Tlhere was no need to
allow the actual full cost; a man in ring-
barking was improving his own property,
and the provision only gave encourage-
ment to do the work in the cheapest way
possible. He could not support the
amendment, but he would favour a pro-
posal. to divide the colony into two dis-
tricts, for the purpose of making allow-
ances for riugharking.

Roz. C E. DEMPST'ER: The first cost
did not exceed 2s. to 2s. 6d. per acre, but
to deal with the after-growrth meant a
great deal more expenditure, and his ex-
perience was that for this work 5s. an
acre was necessary.

HON. R MoLARTY: An allowance of
4s. per acre was not sufficient for ring-
barking and the subsequent necessary
work, ring-barking being of little use un-
less followed up for several years after-
wards. At the same time, the. Bill raised
the allowance by 6-8. per acre, and the
Committee ought to, be satisfied with that.
The provisions of the Bill were very libe-
ral indeed, particularly in regard to the al-
lowance for fences; and the two allow-
ances together didl Dot leave a man very
much more fo expend in order to obtain
his fee simple. He could hardly go so Far
ato support the amendment.

HON. Rt G. BURGES: The amendment
did not fix the allowance at four shillings,
but simply provided that it mnight he ats
much as four shillings. Inspectors had
allowed four shillings. an acre for clearing
and burning bushes, in addition to two
shillings for ringbarking, so that the
clause as dra-wn would not be as liberal as
the present Act.

Amendment put and negatived, and the
clause passed.

Clause 146-Minister to pay for im-
provements in certain cases:

Tiiz COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,
as an amendment, that in the last line,
between the words "thoe" and "succeed-
ing" the words "Minister or the" be in-
serted.

Put and -passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 147 to 149, inclusive-agreed
to.

Clause 150-Special occupation lands
under previous regulations:-

TTIE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,
as an amendment, that in line 4 after the
word "money" the words "and fee for
Crown grant" be inserted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 151 to 1 58, inclusive--agreed
to.

Clause 1,59-Communications to be ad-
dressed to the Under Secretary for Lands:

This COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,
ai an amendment, that in line 4 after the
words "Under Secretary for Lands" the
words "or other officer authorised in that
behalf" be inserted.

Put and passed, and the clause as
a-mended agreed to.

-Clause 160-agreed to.
Clause 1 61-Governor may make regu-

lations:
'Pus COLONIAL SECRETARY moved,

as an amendment, that the following words
be added: "If Parlisanent he then in se%-
sion ; if not, then within fourteen days after
the commencement thereof" he inserted.
These words, he said, had apparently been
left out by mistake.

Put and passed, and the clause as
a9mended agreed to.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
that progress be reported.

Put Rad passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

ROADS AND STREETS CLOSURE BILL.
No. 2 (BARDOC, BEVERLEY, Etc.).

Received from the Legislative Assemn-
bly, and on the motion of the COLONIAL

SBCHETARtY, read a first time.

APJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.15 P.M. un.

til the next day.
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